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THE SIGNITICANCE OF BAPTISM
Jesusreplied,"Letitbesonow;itisproperfi_orustodothis__to_!ulfilll

all righieousness," then... was baptized.     (Mzwrfuow 3..\5,l®

BaptismisoneoftheprimarycommandsofJesusinHisCireatCommission
rMafffoew 28.. /9, 20/. The apostles Peter and Paul obeyed and understood hms
instructions.     They  baptized  new  converts  and  taught  baptism  as  a
foundation of the Christian experience.   Baptism signifies a turning point
that begins the Christian life.

Nopicturedevelopedbyskillfulmarketingagenciescouldbemoredirectin
message or more truthful in content than the picture of baptism, authorized
by the Lord Jesus Christ:

1. Bay/I.s" sJ.grlJies beJJ.c/.  Salvation comes by faith, before baptism. .In
this way, I let the public see what I believe: "That Christ died for our sis
according to the Scriptres; and that He was buried, and that He rose again
on the third day, according to the Scriptures." tr Corj#ffoI.aus J5..3,4/  I show-"swhenl ar;.insed.-               Baptism is an expression of faith.

•.. Baptism  demonstrates rapeutan_ce .from a PTt W.01.y  Of. Iif e.  .yTte:1
baptism is the clear line of demarcation between the old and new lives of
the Christian.   Repentance includes the willingness to give up goals and
ambitions that are contrary to God's will, as it is clearly expressed in the
Bible.   Paul calls irmersion in water a kind of burial of the old way of
thought and action:  "Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism into
dealri.(Romas6..4)         Baptism is a drowning of my old way of I.Ife.

3.. Baptism declares total commitmettt to a.p^ew Way..£f lif e.  Pry PFT8_
baptized, I show love for my Savior.  I exemplify my willingness to follow
Him all the way.  I testify that I am dead to the world and living for God.
Baptism pledges me to the clean, upright way of living.   "Even so, we also
should walk in newness of life." rRom¢us 6..4/

Baptism .Is my pledge to my God that I wil_I serve H.Im .be.cause
He has done so much for me.

4. Ba[ptism witnesses to my new r?latl_opspip with 9.oq  lt pr?ch?:l"S9 :_3_
family,  friends  and to  the world, that I belong to  Christ.    I  declare my
allegiance publicly.    I  look back  on my baptism  as  I  look back on my
marriage: I must remember my vows.  I must not violate my covenant.-Ea-;tJ;stiri[`a-;orf=tantrem.Inderofwiypriy-ilege_s.ap?

responsibilities.   I  belong  entirely to Christ.

Baptism is a sign instituted by Christ mmself.  It can never be an option: It
is a must.                                                                              (Michael p.  Horban)

The heoLrt Of th,e}3ru,dien± gctteth, know.Le¢ge., and th,a ear
Of the wtse :eekcth kmowLed,ge:

(Proverbs 18 ..15)

sEntryftry:
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"Esteem them very highly in love
for the.ir work:s sake." (I Thessalonians 5:15)_                                --                  ___

jKEEP ,4IV EHE Our for a series of Friday nigiv specials, coming in July.
This  evangelistic series is being prepared by our young people, to reach
youngpeoplefortheKingdom.Joinusinprayerforthisimportantwork.


