
Highway Tabernacle celebrates loo years of continuous city ministry

0n November 20 HighwayTabernacle   of   Philadel-
phia, Pa., will celebrate its cen-
tennial.  The church predates
the  establishment  of the  As-
semblies  of God  by 20  years
and continues to promote the
gospel in the heart of a spiritu-
ally needy city.

The minutes of the 1894 re-
organizational meeting of the
Cross and Crown Association
record the foundation of what
would   become   the   second
oldest   Assemblies   of   God
church.   "Siloam  Methodist
Episcopalian Church, Delaware
County, Pennsylvania, Thanks-

giving Day, Thursday, Novem-
ber 29th,1894. At an all-day
meeting which some eight or
nine  surviving  members  of
the    disbanded    Cross    and
Crown attended at the kind
invitation of the pastor, Rev-
erend   Charles   Langley.   At
about two o'clock in the af-
ternoon it was suggested we
reorganize   our   association
after all who were present ex-
pressed  their  opinions  and
suggested            plans            of
work .... After these arrange-
ments had been made we ad-
journed to the meeting which
was in progress upstairs and

which proved to  be  a grand
spiritual feast."

Over the next two decades
the revived Cross and Crown
Association would develop  a
permanent mission outreach as
the  Union  Highway  Gospel
Mission, then as the Highway
Mission Tabernacle. Fred Reel,
the   first   pastor,   eventually
aligned himself with the Pente-
costal movement. His empha-
sis on the ministry of the Holy
Spirit was challenged at first,
but  more  than  two-thirds  of
the   congregation   supported
him at a crucial vote.

In  1918  the Highway Mis-

Above: Ernest S. Williams (second 1:ron left) leads members of
his congregation on an evangelistic outreach.The motorized
"gospel car" pictured was a continuation of the horse-drawn
"gospel wagon" ministry promoted by the original Cross and
Crown Association. In 1895 the Association purchased a wagon
from a sympathetic Baltimore businessman on generous terms.
By that October they had parked the wagon at 29 locations and
conducted 70 meetings reaching an estimated 35,000 people. In-
set: Highway Tabernacle's sanctuary predates the Civil War. It
was carefully reconstructed in 2 years after a severe 1986 fire.

sion Tabernacle voted to affili-
ate itself with the Assemblies of
God. The next year Ernest S.
Williams became the church's
first Assemblies of God pastor.
Both Williams and Wesley R.
Steelberg, a later pastor, even-
tually became general superin-
tendents of the Fellowship.

It    was    during    Howard
Roberson's ministry that High-
way Tabernacle's current sanc-
tuary was purchased in 1960.
A Gothic, Victorian building
predating  the  Civil  War,  the
church has continued to serve
the congregation and has been
completely  restored   from   a
devastating 1986 fire.

Steve  and Florence Bogdan
have pastored Highway Taber-
nacle since  1979. They believe
the unique calling of Highway
Tabernacle is illustrated by its
continued presence in Philadel-
phia's Center City. The church
has   not   departed   from   the
founders' objectives to minister
to  all  classes  and  cultures  of
people. Today ethnic diversity
in the church is manifested in
the college fellowship represent-
ing students from every conti-
nent of the world. The church
has many letters  on file from
professionals  grateful  for  the
church in the city during their
formative years as students.

"Suburban churches make it

attractive to abandon the city
church,"  Steve  Bogdan  said.
"However, from experience we

have found the national trea-
sures of every country of the
world, in the form of their uni-
versity  students,  in  our  city.
Highway Tabernacle stands as
a monument to the faithfulness
of God." fl

=

I,,

PEIV7Ecosz4£ Erun7iGEL,    NOVEMBEPl l3,1994        29


